Performing Arts Council

May 19th, 1999

Joann Mitchell

Associate Provost

Dear Provost Mitchell:

Over the past few weeks, members of the Performing Arts Council, an ad-hoc committee of several student theater and dance organizations on campus, have been meeting with the Dean of Student Life’s Office and the President’s Office in regards to the scheduling of Richardson Auditorium. We are concerned in the short term for the lack of weekends available to student groups next year, and in the long term for the process which has led to this shortage of open weekends for students. This letter is meant to provide a summary of these concerns.

This year, the student groups normally considered in the rotation for weekend selection priority were only offered two weekends, both of which are unfavorable to most of the groups we represent. No effort was made to determine beforehand what the student groups’ requests were, and our subsequent efforts for a substantive response from the Concert Office to our continual concerns about scheduling have been unsuccessful. 

In a February 2nd article of The Daily Princetonian, Nathan Randall, the University Concert Manager, stated that “student organizations are actually very high up on the list” of those given priority in scheduling the auditorium, behind the Program and Theater and Dance and the Music Department. If this is, indeed, the priority system used, it seems unfair that these two academic departments reserved all of the weekends out of the school year with the exception of the two weekends offered to us. We agree with his statement that “students should be able to use the space,” but feel that the current system is not correctly addressing student performing groups’ needs. In addition, we would like to increase the priority that students concerns are considered by the Concert Office.

In a recent letter from the Performing Arts Council to the University administration, we addressed the perennial issue of space for student performing groups. In a prompt and considerate response to our concerns, Vice-President and Secretary Tom Wright mentioned that the Frist Campus Center and the Berlind performing spaces will help alleviate this space shortage. Our concerns with regards to Richardson Auditorium scheduling this year are particularly relevant in that these new performing spaces are not near completion; in addition, the number of our groups considered in the rotation for space at Richardson auditorium increased to five this year, in competition for only two weekends.

Although we hope that another weekend will become available to one of our groups soon, we are more concerned with the system which has led to this shortage. Student groups should not be the first to suffer when more space is needed. We believe that a new system, in which the increasing number of student performing groups’ requests are addressed, must be created. We hope that, with opened dialogue on this issue, we can jointly correct what we perceive as a restriction of our performing options on campus.

Although we will no longer be on campus by the time of receipt of this letter, we may be reached by email over the summer or by campus mail in the fall.

Sincerely,

Performing Arts Council:

Charmaine Williams '00, The Black Arts Company

 S. Jean Lee '00, BodyHype

 Darayan Didier‑Blanchard '00, Elizabeth Vito ‘00, diSiac

 Abby Teich '01, Expressions

 Chris Milne '01, Princeton Mime Company

 M. Lee Spangler II '01, Princeton Shakespeare Company

 Amanda Whitehead '00 and Ryan Sawchuk '00, Princeton University Players

 Adam A. Friedman '01, Theatre~Intime

 Katherine M. Oman '00, Triangle Club

Cc: 
Janina Montero


Sandy Silverman 


Marcia Snowden 

Nathan Randall


Spencer Merriweather

